, 8 Penfield Avenue, East Berlin 
5 1880 


Walter Edwin Penfield (1844-1923), worked for 30 
years as a machinist at Roys & Wilcox, then joined 
Berlin Iron Bridge in 1892, & Joanna Weed (1843- 
1922). 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 133 
1880 Walter E. Penfield current owner: Michael & Karen Karbownik Victorian 


Walter E. Penfield, born 1844, had a long career in East Berlin industry ... 


Walter E. Penfield House (1) 


19. (continued) : 

working for 30 years as a machinist at Roys & Wilcox, then joining the 
Berlin Iron Bridge Company in 1892. Penfield was quite active in the 
East Berlin real-estate market in the 1880s and 1890s, subdividing 


several acres purchased from Emily Smith. He retained ownership of 
this house until the 1920s. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1880 current owner: Michael Karbownik 


Genealogy 


Lived at 8 and also at 24 Penfield Ave., East Berlin. Worked for 30 years as a 

machinist at Roys & Wilcox. Joined Berlin Iron Bridge in 1892. Active in real estate market in the 1880's - 
1890's. He and wife, Joanna, were members of East Berlin United Methodist Church on 16 SEP 188(?). 
Beers - p.527 Hale - p.74 Child, Walter listed in records 


Walter Edwin Penfield (1944-1927) son of Titus Penfield & Julia North. In 1870 he married Joanna Weed 
(1843-1922). They had 2 children: Susie and Walter. They are buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 


HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY ner OReE 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES OR OFFICE USE ONLY 


HIST-6 NEW 5/77 Town No: Site No.: 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' ' to 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bs PEL iis ¢] i : Pot 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD: 
(203) 566-3005 “ g. ~ } 
: DISTRICT IF NR. SPECIFY 
= —— #133 DO s [_]nr 0 Actual i Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
Walter E. Penfield House (1) 
CLAGE OUNTY 
Fe Sere ee East Berlin Hartford 
= R O NUMBER (andor location) 
< . 
v 8 Penfield Avenue 17-2/151/5 
uw [a Owners) Michae ae: 
& Kerbownik, Karen A. " s East Berlin 06023 (Jeu Private 
3 USE (Present) Tinton) 
Residence Residence 
 CCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSWLE 7 - EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: Yes C)ne C) Yes KJ no 3 
VCE OF BUILDIN DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Victorian vernacular ~ Gothic influence c. 1880 
8. MATERIALIS) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 
h 
Clapboord 0 Asbestos Siding O Brick Oj oem 
DO Wood Shingle EDianvenet Siding 0 Fieldstone 
HE] Board & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 
OQ Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding A) Type: — 
S- STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
Wood frome DOD Post and beom O balloon 
SB) Load bearing masonry OD Structural iron or steel 
0D Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Type) 
(x) Goble OD Flor ie Mansord Oj Monitor ia sowtooth 
Other 
z | Gombrel EF} Shed O Hip ie Round O (Specify) 
°o 
i (Material) 
4 Roll 
o CD wood Shingle Asphalt (dye aie Gable: <aditothestcest 
rm Other 


(X] Aspticie densi (Cl heuitian: [) rite (J Specity) : [_] Ridge parallel to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 1/2 24" x 26" 


ONDITION (Str tutall th terion) 


O Excellent Good C] Fair Oj Deteriorated OO Excellent k) Good 


13, INTEGRITY (foe ations WHEN? (Altetationss 1F YES, EXPLAIN 


dia [J eved CJ Yes No 


’ REL £O OUTBUILDIN OR LANOSCAPE F URES 
(x) Barn ia Shed ‘es Gorage CJ Other londscape features or buildings (Specity) 


O Rarrigss DO Shop C1 Gorden i 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 7 
OD Open land rene: k) Residential (lie crteved buildings visible from site 


Indus- [x] 
O Commercial trial [ ) Rural High building density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


In an area of East Berlin with’ many Victorian houses. 


= Fair (1 Deteriorated 


PHOTO 


eal 


©) COMPILED Br 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


SIGNIFICANCE 


RCES 


PHOTOGRAPHER 8) 


HRC 11/84 


View NEGATIVE ON FILE 
sr 
DATE 
12/84 


UB QUEN 1ELO EVALUATION 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


This house has a three-bay facade with entry to the right. The one- 
story porch extends around the right corner to meet a two-story, flat- 
roofed, semi-hexagonal bay. The porch features posts with elongated 
oval cut-outs at top and bottom and central circular cut-outs. Simple 
curved post brackets meet to form very shallow arched openings. The 
rail is made of beaded board. Windows have molded surrounds and a 
mixture of 2-over-2 and 6-over-6 sash. At the gable peak is a verge- 
board with a central pendant and finial. The face of the vergeboard is 
docorated with recessed circular panels; each has four small drilled 
cut-outs. There is a single small round-arched attic light. The 
house has a small one-story rear extension. 


BUILDER 


TS HI ORICAL OR ARCHI U tL IMPOR NC 


This house is significant as an attractive and well-preserved example 
of Victorian Vernacular architecture. The decorative woodwork which 

is a hallmark of the style is seen here in the porch posts and brackets 
and in the drilled vergeboard. The unusual design of both the posts 
and the vergeboard illustrate another characteristic of the style. 

Much Victorian ornamentation was based on standard catalog designs, 

but the technological innovations in such basic tools as saws, drills, 
and lathes that made decorative woodwork affordable were common in even the 
smallest carpenter's shops. This made it possible for local craftsmen 
to fabricate custom designs even for relatively modest houses such as 
this one. The posts and vergeboard are untypical designs that probably 
come from such a small, local shop. 


This house was built, and perhaps occupied, by Walter E. Penfield. Pen- 
field, born in 1844, had a long career in East Berlin industry, (continued) 


Beers, 1901. 
Berlin Land Records 66:384 (1923). 


Walter E. Penfield House (1) 


19. (continued) : 


working for 30 years as a machinist at Roys & Wilcox, then joining the 
Berlin Iron Bridge Company in 1892. Penfield was quite active in the 
East Berlin real-estate market in the 1880s and 1890s, subdividing 
several acres purchased from Emily Smith. He retained ownership of 
this house until the 1920s. 


